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Reflections.
A PERIOD of five centuries had now passed away, ^ since
England had begun to establish her rule in Ireland. During
the first three of these she had only succeeded- in making her
influence felt within a narrow Pale, diminishing too in the
course of time; the rest of the island had been abandoned to
half barbarous feudalism, and to chiefs of the Celts. The first
Tudor Sovereigns had, in different ways, made real attempts to
extend the power of the Monarchy over the whole of Ireland,
and to enlarge the domain of order and law; the policy of
Henry VIII in this respect was, for the most part, marked by
enlightened wisdom. But the King's system of government
ceased with his life; and a series of unhappy circumstances
destroyed the promise of the auspicious era that seemed
about to open. The Reformation separated England and
Ireland by degrees, if this, for a long time, was not a main
cause of disunion; the advance of the dominion of England
was characterised by spoliation, often unjust, and by irregular-
risings of nobles and chiefs; and, at the 'great crisis of the
sixteenth century, Ireland threw in her lot with the foes of
England, and was gradually subjugated by evil and atrocious
methods. The struggle of race and religion, which had long
been growing, now became more internecine and fierce; con-
fiscation proceeded on a gigantic scale; the usages of the Irish
Celts were blotted out; and masses of settlers, alien from the
children of the soil, were made possessors of vast tracts of
territory, torn from their ancient owners and occupants by all